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Program for Friday April 9, 2004

Contra Costa Emergency Services

Steven Rathbone is a Senior Emergency Planner with the
Contra Costa Sheriff’s office, in the Office of Emergency
Services. He has over 25 years experience in emergency

Management. He started with the American Red Crossin
Riverside County where he spent five years as the County

Disaster Action Team Supervisor. He spent two years under

contract with State OES administering a Pell Grant
developing neighborhood emergency response. For ten
years he was with Riverside County Office of Emergency
Services during which time Riverside County had 11
Presidentially declared major disasters. He hasfive years as
an Emergency Coordinator with the Berkeley Unified
School District.

He is definitely familiar with Disaster Recovery, having
worked recovery in the Landers/Big Bear 7.6 earthquake,
the Whittier Narrows earthquake, and most recently, the
Northridge earthquake at the FEMA/OES joint Disaster
Field Officein Los Angeles.

Mr. Rathbone has a law degree from Newport University in
Southern California, and has applied that knowledge to the
Emergency Management Field. Heisan Instructor with the
California Specialized Training Institute and the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

Door Duty: Paul Washington & Thomas Cameron

* k k k k k k k%

Program for Friday April 16, 2004

TBA

Door Duty: Bill Reid and John Troughton
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Last Week

A Captain in full command of his quarterdeck, Prez
Stoney opened the meeting with a Silent Prayer for
Freedom and Peace on Earth. PDG Werner led the
Pledge of Allegiance. Thought for the Day: “We have
just religion — enough to make us hate, but not enough to
make us love one another” - Jonathan Swift. (Y ou know,
the guy that wrote Gulliver’s Travels)..

Visiting Rotarians

Paul Soltero was visiting from the San Pablo Club. Paul
isaformer member of Richmond and aregular on the
Reno Train. Dr. Werner introduced Paul Heagerty of
the San Jose Club who helped arranged the day’ s speaker.
Paul isaPDG of 5170. Herb brought our only non-
rotarian guest(however temporary), Sid Chauvin.

Rotarians With Guests
Herb brought our only non-rotarian guest(however
temporary), Sid Chauvin.

Sunshine Report

Nothing startling to report. L oren Straughn is healing,
asisDick King. We wish them arapid return to the halls
of the MiraVista. Prez-Elect Herb announced that Elof
Granberg had an altercation involving both atree and a
chain saw. We hope you're doing well Elof.

Recognitions

Herb had a birthday today and, given a choice, chose to
endure a song over the proffered financial burden. What a
mistake that was! Senior Club architect Don Hardison
had a recent birthday, and wishes he was Herb’'sage. Don
contributed to his son’s Paul Harris.

Announcements

Echoing the Rules of Leviticus, Mira Vista management
has decreed thou shalt not wear blue jeans, for itisan
abomination. But so are some of those cloven hoofed
animals they serve disguised as entrees. Cloven hoofed
animals, well barbecued, will be served at the Richmond
Rotary Picnic, June 13" at Kennedy Grove, San Pablo
Dam Road

Happy/Sad$$$

Prez Stoney was happy that Richmond Rotary was
founded exactly 84 years ago, minus a day, and brought a
cake to help us celebrate. We were all happy when

Secr etary Joe thankfully reminded Stoney to actually
serve the cake. Joe Bagley, probably the best President
this Club has ever had, had pensive dollars to go with the



Program of Friday April 2, 2004

Larry Stone

Dr. Werner introduced Larry Stone, Tax Assessor for
Santa Clara County. Larry isa past Mayor of Sunnyvale
and has successfully stood for public office seven times.
His presentation was on Proposition 13, and the alleged
illsthat have accompanied it. Prop 13 was enacted in
1978 in response to rapid increases in home values,
resulting in adramatic rise in property taxes that impacted
business and homeowners, especially seniors. In general,
Prop 13 holds property taxes level until the property is
sold, when it is assessed at 1% of the sales price. This
has created some inequities in the neighborhood — the
longer you live in ahome the lower your relative tax rate
becomes. Larry’s perspective was that these inequities
are unacceptabl e in society — older homeowners with
$1,000,000 plusin equity pay less for fire and police
services than younger homeowners. Y oung homebuyers
find themselves priced out of the market — | believe his
point being that younger buyers can't afford both the high
cost of the property and the relatively higher tax bill.
Prop 13 has had amajor impact on how tax revenueis
raised - since only 12% of property taxes now fund local
programs, local government is using new mechanismsto
raise monies, including building permit fees, parcel taxes,
bond fees etc.

Mr. Stone provided solid arguments to support his case,
and was partially convincing. During the question and
answer period, dissident voiceswere heard. Thiswasa
worthy and interesting discussion, though not one with
suggestions on how to improve the system.

Upcoming Speakers

04/30/04 Measrue B Opposition

05/14/04 M@ aria Control in Uanuatu Island
05/21/04 Dr. Bernard Alpert - California Pacific Med
Center

Important Dates

04/13/04 Board Mtg: 12 Noon - 125 Park PI. Pt
Richmond

04/29 - 05/01 District Conference - Redding
05/05/04 Board Mtg: 12 Noon - 125 Park PI. Pt
Richmond

06/04/04 D-Day meeting on The Red Oak Victory
06/09/04 Board Mtg: 12 Noon - 125 Park PI. Pt
Richmond

words of George Harrison —“if you don’t know where you
are going, any road will take you there”. Don H. was
very happy that Betty has a new shoulder and is doing
well. Dr. Herb was glad heisthe retired Superintendent
of the WCCC Schools.

Raffle
With $426 at stake, Henry Kelman won the ticket pull,
but earned only afree lunch.

“Right now I'm having amnesia and déja vu at the same
time. | think I"'ve forgotten this before” — Steven Wright

Semper Paratus

Door Duty Reminder

04/23/04 Donad Hardison and Michael Ready
04/30/04 Ralph Hill and

05/07/04 Joni Hiramoto and Markku Pelanne
05/14/04 Paul Hodgen and Reynolds Partridge
05/21/04 Gloria Johnston and Joseph B. Nusbaum
05/28/04 Pamela Jones and David Ninomiya

Whereto Make Up

San Rafaedl Monday  12:15 Seafood Peddler
Albany Tuesday  12:30 Solano Grilll

El Sobrante Tuesday ~ 12:15 Joe®of El Sobrante
Berkeley  Wednesday 12:15 His Lordships

Hercules Wednesday 7:15am Hercules Senior Center
San Pablo Wednesday 12:15 La Strada

El Cerrito Thursday 12:15MiraVistaG&CC

Pinole Thursday  12:30 Outback Steak House
Vallgo Thursday  12:15 World Holiday Inn



