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Last Week 
Prez Herb began the meeting of the “Happy New 
Year, glad to see you” Richmond Rotary Club by 
calling on past Pres Stony who said, “Yes?”  
Fortunately Stony quickly deduced that this was Prez 
Herb’s way of asking him for the invocation for 
Freedom and Peace, which was recognized in 
silence.  Prez Herb then asked, the only-with-us-for-a-
short-time, Oscar Lugo to lead the members in the 
Pledge of Alliance.  Gorgeous George Egan provided 
today’s words of wisdom and optimism which were 
attributed to Babe Ruth.  “The Babe was up at bat and 
strikes out.  Later, a reporter asks him, ‘Babe, what 
were you thinking of?’  The Babe reply’s, ‘A home 
run.’” 
 
Visiting Rotar ians 
Dean Kimmel from Richmond, VA (not CA) introduced 
himself.  Dean is actually from the Medlothian Rotary 
on the South side of the James River.  That’s the side 
that Alexander Poe of “The Raven” fame lived on, and 
yes, in Richmond, South is always capitalized.  Dean 
presented the club with a flag from the Medlothian 
Club.  Dean was a little disappointed that we didn’t 
have a Richmond CA flag to reciprocate with, but Prez
Herb assured him that our club flag would be 
delivered to him by a representative of the US 
Government just as soon as he gave us the club 
address. 
 
Rotar ians with Guests 
None. 
 
Sunshine Repor t 
A search party was dispatched to find David K. 
otherwise resulting in no Sunshine Report as well as 
no sunshine.   
 
Recognitions 
Prez Herb did observe that his birthday list ran out in 
December, otherwise suspending birthdays for at 
least this week. 
To a round of applause from the members Prez Herb 
acknowledged George Alvarez’s presence at today’s 
meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 Program for  Fr iday January 14, 2005 

 
"The Russian R coming, the Russian R coming"  

 
Our very own Dan Tanita talks about the February 
visit of Russian Dentists being sponsored by the San 
Pablo, El Cerrito and Richmond Rotaries from Feb 
11th to March 4th. 
 
Door  Duty: Josh Genser and 
 

Program for  Fr iday January 21, 2005 
 

TBA 
 

Door  Duty: Barry Gordon and Bud Martin 
 

Program of Fr iday January 7, 2005 
 

EBMUD 
 

New Earthquake safety standards and the San 
Pablo Dam Reservoir 

 
 

A contrite Jim Young introduced East Bay MUD 
representative Gretchen Grover to the ladies AND 
gentlemen of the Richmond Rotary.  Gretchen’s topic 
is,  “The Latest Seismic Developments at San Pablo 
Dam Reservoir”. 
 
Gretchen started her presentation with a pop quiz to 
see if the member remembered anything from her last 
presentation about East Bay MUD.  She asked, “Who 
can tell me the two sources of the water used here in 
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Richmond?”  Answers were shouted out like 
lightening, “rain…snow…Hetch Hetchy… the Bay”.  A 
couple were even right, “the Mokelumne River and 
San Pablo Reservoir”. No cigar though, as no one had 
both sources right. 
 

Gretchen distributed some very interesting maps from 
ABAG that showed various West County inundation 
scenarios should San Pablo Dam fail or partially fail.  
The most interesting one involved the simultaneous 
failure of both the Briones and San Pablo Dams.  This 
unlikely but possible scenario would completely 
inundate all of Richmond from Pinole to the Richmond 
Annex Hills and all the way out to the Point. 
 

Gretchen told the members that the state Dept. of 
Dam Safety began a review of all dams last year, 
possibly in a move of self-justification resulting fro the 
Govenator’s State Reform efforts.  As a result, 
EBMUD began review all 30 dams it operates in the 
East Bay.  These dams are mostly small are in our 
neighborhoods and date back to 1872. 
 
San Pablo Dam was one of the first major facilities 
built by EBMUD in 1918-19.  It was build with “hydro 
fill” technology that was state of the art at the time, but 
has been deemed earthquake unstable and subject to 
liquefaction. You may remember that the dam was 
drained in the ‘70s and a substantial amount of 
rebuilding was done on the waterside, materially 
strengthening the dam. The new concern stems from 
damage done in the Loma Prieta earthquake and the 
potential of liquefaction on the downstream side of the 
dam.  Gretchen said the concern now is not a 
catastrophic failure, but the possibility that the dam 
would “slump” as much as 36 feet.  Because of this 
possibility, the lake water level has been reduced 36 
feet until a fix is in place.  That fix is yet unknown with 
engineering beginning this year and the inclusion of 
the $80MM to $100MM project in EBMUD’s $1.0B, 5 
year capital improvement plan.  Other aspects of the 
San Pablo Dam earthquake safety review process 
mentioned by Gretchen included; 

·  By lowering the water level in the lake EBMUD 
lost 40% of the lake’s water storage capacity. 

·  Briones is a much newer dame than SP, built 
with “modern” fill compaction techniques and 
is generally thought to be much more stable 
than the liquefaction prone hydro fill dams.  
But, they are looking a Briones safety too. 

·  No, EBMUD does not yet know how the 
project is going to be paid for. 

·  Yes, EBMUD is using a plastic insert 
technology, pioneered by to past Richmond 
Rotary members (thank you John Nicol) to 
improve water pipe survivability in an 
earthquake. 

Announcements 
Prez Herb asked Treaz David B. how we did in the 
Holiday Auction?  David said that on his way into the 
meeting we had made a few dollars less that $12,000 
but with the checks he received before lunch began it 
is a lot closer to $13,000. 
 
David also asked the members who sponsored any of 
the holiday gift or other philanthropy projects to please 
write him a check, if it has not already been done, so 
he can close the books on those events and 2004. 
 
Leslie L. asked that the successful bidders for the 
dinner at her house to identify themselves because 
she wasn’t paying attention to who actually won.  
Amazingly, the entire room, in a great crescendo, all 
confessed to being the victorious, bidders.  35 for 
dinner?  The five actual winners were eventually 
identified to Leslie’s satisfaction 
 
There has been a lot of discussion at the district and 
club level about how we can best support the relief 
efforts for the tsunami victims around the Indian 
Ocean.  Prez Herb said that next Friday, the 14th, 
“bring your checkbooks because we are going to take 
up a collection for the tsunami relief effort”.  George 
Egan is also going to prepare a flyer describing the 
Rotary Foundation’s tsunami effort.  Watch for 
George’s flyer.  In one of those six-degrees-of-
separation realities, Dan Ercolini described his 
family’s four-day concern for a close friend that was in 
Thailand during the tsunami.  It took that long to find 
out the friend was OK, but it personalize this 
catastrophe in Asia for Dan.  George Alvarez 
mentioned that he had heard of a Rotarian who 
survived the tsunami and already started a Rotary 
Fund as part of the aid effort, another opportunity 
worthy of additional consideration and support.  Prez 
Herb said that for those who are inspired to write that 
check now, it should be made out to the, “Rotary 
Foundation/Solidarity in South Asia”, which will 
designate your contribution to the relief effort in Asia. 
 
Happy/Sad $$$ 

·  Leslie Levy had $5 Happy Dollars, and only 
five, because her son was just admitted to 
Brown on early admission and she is going to 
need all the rest of her dollars to pay for it. 

·  Dan Ercolini had Happy Dollars because his 
two kids were home from college for the 
holidays. They all had a good time, and, now 
they’re both back at college! 

·  Your Acting Editor had a Happy $1 as his 
daughter Zura made it safely to London 
England and with that same announcement 
advised, “…and Dad guess what!.  My 
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MasterCard limit was raised to $5,000.” 
·  Ted Abreu had a Happy $5 because he just 

made the last tuition payment for his son’s 
education.  In all the subsequent cheering, I 
think Ted also said that was all four kids 
educated and paid for, especially since 
Prez Herb said, “Now Ted can buy a new 
car.” 

·  Prez Herb asked Earl Brown if he had any 
Sad Dollars.  At first Earl didn’t want to talk 
about it, but then he went on to say as long 
as we (Cal) were so beat up by all the 
sports pundits and know-it-alls he was glad 
to see, “USC kick the hell out of Oklahoma”, 
ending with a gracious but unnecessary, 
“Thank you Herb”. 

Prez Herb for his part had a Happy $20 
acknowledging that the Trojans, “scared the hell 
out of me in the first quarter.”, but then he rambled 
on about Texas Tech and Tucumcari A&M or some 
such. 
 
Raffle 
Gosh, here it is the week of the Magi and Hank 
“The Magician” Civil offered Prez Herb the 
opportunity to keep most of the $383 in the kitty 
and just take $100 without drawing the orange ball.  
Prez herb rejected the offer with a laugh, and 
Magic Hank drew the orange ball.  FOR A 
SECOND TIME IN A ROW WITH THE SAME 
OFFER MADE!    No free lunch for you Hank! 
 
And the meeting was adjourned. 
 

* * * * * 
 
Your Acting Editor, 
Jim Young 
 
 
Where to Make Up 
San Rafael   Mon     12:15 Seafood Peddler 
Albany        Tue       12:30 Solano Grill  
El Sobrante Tue       12:15 Joe's of El Sobrante 
Berkeley     Wed      12:15 His Lordships 
Hercules     Wed       7:15 am Hercules Sen. CTR  
San Pablo   Wed      12:15 La Strada 
El Cerrito   Thu        12:15 Mira Vista G&CC 
Pinole         Thu       12:30 Outback Steak House 
Vallejo       Thu        12:15 World Holiday Inn 
 

 
 
 
 

·  The district’s major project, the earthquake 
strengthening of the Claremont Tunnel is 
almost done. 

·  If you want to check East Bay inundation or 
earthquake shaking maps, go to 
www.abag.ca.gov  

 
Thank you Gretchen Grover for a very informative 
program about the status of our local water supply. 
 
 
Upcoming Programs 
01/28/05 "Good News, Bad News and Your News", 
Michael Collier, East Bay Bureau Chief, "The San 
Francisco Chronicle", and Cella Vega, Chron. ace 
reporter for West County and graduate of Salesian 
HS. 
 
Door  Duty Reminder       
01/21/05 Gordon Barry Martin Bud 
01/28/05 Granberg Elof Lundberg Norm 
02/04/05 Hardison Don Lugo Oscar 
02/11/05 Harris Rhonda Levy Leslie 
02/18/05 Hill Ralph Lawlis Jon 
02/25/05 Hiramoto Joni Lau Don 
03/04/05 Hodgen Paul Kuchenthal David K 
03/11/05 Howe Mark  
03/18/05 Johnston Gloria Kelman Joe 
03/25/05 Jones Pam Kelman Henry 
 
Impor tant Dates 
01/20/05  Board Meeting – 12 noon Mira Vista G&CC 
01/23/05 – 01/24/05 Annual Reno Train Trip  
See John Nicol for info 

 
 

 
 
 


