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Richmond Rotary  
Board Of Directors 
2004-2005 
 
Officers 
President         
Herb Cole        
President Elect        
Jonathon Lawlis       
Treasurer       
David Brown 
Secretary         
Joe Nusbaun    
Past President 
Stoney Stonework 
Sergeant-at-Arms     
John Nicol         
 

Directors 
Jim Young  
Josh Genser        
Gloria Johnston    
Paul Hodgen 
Pam Jones 
George Egan 
 

Rotary 
International  
President 
Glenn Estes Sr. 
 

District 5160  
Governor 
Mike Garver 
 
 
Richmond Rotary 
meets every Friday 
12:30 at the 
beautiful Mira 
Vista Golf and 
Country Club 

 
Program for  Fr iday June 3, 2005 
 
                Peres Elementary School 
Spir it of Excellence Program 
 
Teachers Maxine Harris and Heidi Scharffenberg         
will bring 4 students from the program 
 
Door  Duty: JoAnne Blum and Loren Straughn 

 
       
Program for  Fr iday June 10, 2005 

 
“ LAFCO, but who’s laughing?”  

 
Martin McNair  talks about the 

Local Agency Formation Commission 
 

Door Duty: Rich Brandes and Stoney Stonework 
 

Meeting of May 27, 2005 
 

 
Herb Cole opened the meeting today on the Red Oak Victory Ship and Sid Chauvin 
came up with a clever thought for the day:  What is the difference between fiction and 
realty? The answer “  Fiction has to make sense!”  he said. 
 
Recognitions: 
Herb recognized Ralph Hill for being 82 years young.  I don’ t think anybody thought 
Ralph was a day over 70 years young. 
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Happy and Sad Dollars: 
Dan Tanita donated $20 to Rotary to celebrate his fine
trip to Ireland courtesy of the Rich Brandes who donated 
the trip for the Rotary Auction. 
Bar t Wallace generously donated $100 to recognize his 
lovely daughter, Amanda, who is graduating from the 
California Maritime Academy this year. 
Jim Young also celebrated his daughter’s achievements
with $20.  His daughter is graduating Magna Cum Laude 
from the University of San Diego. 
Josh Genser  donated $5 to recognize his sister in law 
who had just been designated an Admiral by the US Navy 
– appropriate considering today’s venue. 
Rich Brandes recognized an important volunteer in the 
Red Oak Victory restoration:  Jack Knowland. 
David Brown announced that his firm Black, Brown, 
Lanier, & Jackson has won a food drive that was 
sponsored by the West County Bar Association. 
 
Rotar ians With Guests   
Rich Brandes brought Tom Bernard as his guest. 
Richard Alexander brought his friend and fellow 
attorney Brian Stern as his guest. 
Judy Kafka brought Lynn Clifford as her guest today. 
Bill Terry from Republic Services was also at today’s 
meeting as a guest of Pam Jones. 
 

New Member 
 

 
 
Don Lau welcomed new member, Margaret Hanlon-
Gradie, who is a political consultant with the Seaworthy 
Group.  She received a Red badge. 

Upcoming Programs 
 

June 3  The Spirit of 
Excellence Program at 
Peres Elementary 
School. 
 
June 10 “LAFCO, but 
who’s laughing?”  
Martin McNair  talks 
about the Local 
Agency Formation 
Commission 
 
June 17  IVV Eye 
Hospital, Zambia, 
Africa, Chuck Graham, 
Clayton Valley Rotary 
 
June 24    
Demotion!!! 
Herb’s been waiting 
for this day all year! 
 
July 1  “ ’Heroes of 
’76’ , a patriotic 
presentation of the 
origin of the Star 
Spangled Banner”  
 
July 8  The Nigerian 
Medical Mission 
 
July 15  Meet the 
Leaders. Richmond 
Rotary Board 2005 -
2006 
 
July 22  “ 100 years of 
banking Mechanics”  
Steve Buster, CEO 
Mechanics Bank, 
speaking on his 
favorite subject 
 

 
 

Door  Duty 
 

04/29 
Alvarez George 
Washington Paul 
 

05/06 
Bagley Joe 
Wallace Bart 
 
05/13 
Bates Jim 
Troughton John 
 

05/20 
Beaver Jim 
Teaderman Stan 
 

05/27 
Bell Donna 
Tanita Dan 
 

06/03 
Blum JoAnne 
Straughn Loren 
 

06/10 
Brandes Rich 
Stonework Stoney 
 

06/17 
Brown David 
Smith Ted 
 

06/24 
Brown Erle 
 

Where to Make Up  
 
Mon 12:15 Seafood 
Peddler, San Rafael    
 

Tue  12:30 Solano Grill  
Albany 
 

Tue  12:15 Elks Club 
El Sobrante 
 

Wed 12:15 His Lordships 
Berkeley 
 

Wed   7:15am  Hercules 
Senior Center, Hercules 
 

Wed  12:15 La Strada 
San Pablo   
 

Thu   12:15 Mira Vista 
G&CC, El Cerrito 
 

Thu   12:30 Outback Steak 
House, Pinole    

 

Thu   12:15 World Holiday 
Inn, Vallejo 
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Ear l Brown awarded a $3,000 Rotary Foundation pin to 
Herb Cole. 
 

 
 

The crew serves up a tasty lunch 
 

 
 

Standing Room Only Crowd 
 

Raffle 
 
No Raffle today. 
 
 

 
 

Thanks for 
understanding 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

. 
Impor tant Dates 
 
06/16/05 
Rotary Board Meeting 
12 noon At the Country 
Club 
 
06/18/05 – 06/ 22/05 
Rotary Centennial 
International Convention 
in Chicago 
 
09/15/05 
Dinner - Theatre at the 
Masquers. 
 
10/21- 10/22/05 
District Conference in 
Concord 
 

Rotary Facts 
 
Rotary began on 
February 23, 1905 in 
Chicago, Illinois. Paul P.  
Harris had invited three 
friends to explore his 
idea that had been 
developing for several 
years. The idea - a club 
of business and 
professional men who 
could and should be 
friends. Harris was a 
lawyer, his friends were a 
coal dealer, mining 
engineer, and merchant 
tailor. The aim of the 
first Rotary Club was the 
encouragement of 
friendship, fellowship 
and mutual assistance. It 
is significant that each of 
the members of the first 
Rotary Club was a 
comparative stranger 
from a small town who 
had come to that great 
metropolis of Chicago to 
go into business.  
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Program of May 27, 2005 
 

Rosie the Riveter  Wor ld War I I  Home Front National Histor ic Park 
 

 
 

Howard Levitt the acting superintendent of the Rosie the Riveter National Park was introduced by Rich 
Brandes, a past Rotary president, and a member of the Richmond museum board -- the group the owns 
and is restoring the Red Oak Victory Ship. 

 
It is probably easiest to define what this new National Park is by explaining what is not.  It doesn’ t have 
a large canyon, or majestic waterfalls, or enormous prehistoric trees reaching to the sky, or geysers that 
shot up from hot yellow colored sulfur pools, in fact it doesn’ t even occupy much land and it is located in 
a urban area.   

 
This park is not about impressive geographical sites.  It tells a story of  a nation of people: their ingenuity 
in the face of challenge, their struggles, their can – do sprit, their patriotic belief in freedom and country 
that overcame tyranny;  it is also about a small town on the North shore of San Francisco Bay whose 
underlying character was fundamentally altered by this story and still is coping with its legacy in both 
positive and negative ways. 

 
Howard started his talk by asking “How many of you did not know there was a national park in 
Richmond?  Nobody raised their hand, but Howard did make his point.  He  was implying that many 
people in Richmond don’ t know about this park that was recently established in 2000 – especially the 
inner city folks of Richmond that should know.   

 
Richmond Rotary is definitely not the place to look for people who don’ t know about this park. 
Longtime members like Tom Butt, Earl Brown, Rich Brandes and of course Don Hardison, who was a 
maritime architect who designed the Liberty and Victory ships, were important figures in establishing 
this park and acquiring the Red Oak Victory ship which is now being restored so that it can be used to 
tell this important war time story.  

 
Howard summarized important issues concerning the park: 
Richmond was selected to tell this story because it still has many surviving artifacts:  like shipyard #3, a 
working Whirley crane, the Red Oak Victory Ship, the original Kaiser Hospital on Cutting Blvd, the 
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birthplace of the modern day HMO and an important figure in this industry -- Kaiser Permanente, the 
Rosie Memorial, and of course recorded stories of many still surviving Rosies. 
The City of Richmond is a partner with the Park Service in that the city owns many of the artifacts that tell 
this story. 
The park ties into the Richmond Bay Trail network, the Bay Areas  largest completed section – a fact 
Richmondites are quite proud of. 

 
There are many facets of this story that need to be highlighted Howard said: 
It is about the women entering the workplace in a major way and about women doing jobs that used to be 
the domain of men only. 
It is about the mass migration of African Americans from the south to Richmond to work in the shipyards 
and the racism they faced at the time.  It was about this population that was asked to return home after the 
war and refused. 
It is about housing conditions at a time where Richmonds population was exploding. 

 
If money is any indication of how important people think this story is, it is very important.  The Rosie 
National Park budget has just been increased to $500,000 annually.  The musem has received a grant of 
$1,000,000 to restore the Red Oak Victory. An all voluteer group has donated services to move the 50 ton 
Whirley Crane from Levin terminal to Shipyard #3 – not a small task.  The Rosie The Riveter Trust has a 
war chest of $100,000 and has just received a grant $50,000 PG&E planning grant.  Moreover a upcoming 
city council agenda item will consider donating the old paint shops next to the Red Oak to the Trust.  

 
      Every time we hear about this story it is gaining momentum and there is nobody as enthusiastic, or is a                         

better spokesperson, for this park than as Howard Levitte. 
 
Mark Howe, 
Rotating Editor 


