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Last Week  
Prez Herb Cole welcomed all to the friendly 
Richmond Rotary. Bart Wallace led the pledge and 
Hank Covell is probably still pondering his own 
thought for the day: "If a man were in a forest all by 
himself where no woman was around to hear what he 
said � would he still be wrong?" Prez Herb thought 
he had another crowd stumper when he asked what 
anniversary September 17 reflected. Our guest speaker 
knew the answer (the US Constitution was signed in 
Philadephia in 1787) - and elevated the stature of 
County Clerk to County Statistician 
 

Visiting Rotarians 
Welcome to Steve Weir, our guest speaker and 
member of Clayton Valley Sunrise Rotary Club. 
 

Rotarians with Guests 
John Nicol introduced longtime friend Connie Toretta 
as his guest. Dan Ercolini brought Mark Swanson and 
Dan Cold of Harbor Plastics. Werner Schwarz 
introduced his lovely wife, Lea. And Charlie Wong 
introduced his lovely designated driver, Jean.  

 
Werner Schwarz introduced our distinguished 
visiting guests, District Governor Mike Garver and 
Past District Governor and Rotary Foundation Chair 
Connie Crawford. 
 

Sunshine Report   
Our sunshine reporter, David K, had no news to report 
and is just happy (along with the rest of us) that 
Charlie Wong is back. 
 

Recognitions 
Jim Young and his wife Linda celebrated their 34th 
anniversary last week. Markuu Pelanne and Mary 

 
 
 
 Program for Friday September 24, 2004 

 
LCDR Ross Sargent, USCG, San Francisco Vessel 

Traffic Service 

 
The primary purpose of Vessel Traffic Service 
(VTS) San Francisco is to facilitate the safe and 
efficient transit of vessel traffic in the waterways 
of San Francisco Bay, its seaward approaches and 
tributaries in an effort to prevent collisions, 
rammings, groundings and the associated loss of 
life and damage to property and the environment.  

The secondary purpose of VTS San Francisco is to 
provide assistance to other Coast Guard units in 
the accomplishment of their missions, such as 
search and rescue, maritime law enforcement, and 
aids to navigation.  

VTS San Francisco is responsible for the safe 
movement of approximately 133 miles of 
waterway from offshore to the ports of Stockton 
and Sacramento. VTS San Francisco averages 250 
vessel movements a day.  

Door Duty: Jan Brown and Werner Schwarz 

* * * * * * * * * 
Program for Friday October 1, 2004 

 
Richmond City Council Candidates 

 
During the upcoming weeks, 15 candidates for City 
council will be given 10 minutes each to explain why 
they should be elected in November. Today Council 
Candidates Butt, Black and Shaft speak to us. 
 
Door Duty: Tom Butt and Russ Schulze 

Flywheel 

A   Weekly   Publication   of   the   Rotary   Club  of   Richmond,  California 

"Service  
  Above  
  Self" 



 2

 
* * * * * * * * * 

Program of Friday September 17, 2004 
 

Steve Weir 

 
David Brown introduced Steve Weir, County Clerk 
and responsible for County elections. His timely topic 
of how to vote was a reassurance that Contra Costa 
County is in good hands on the counting end. Our 
county still uses the traditional graphite pen system. 
How to make sure your vote is counted has become a 
hot topic since the Florida presidential count 4 years 
ago. Mr. Weir explained with visuals and statistics that 
many votes don’t count and why. The number one 
weak spot in our county is late receipt of mailed 
ballots. Absent tee balloting is rapidly becoming the 
popular way to cast a vote. The last election (including 
school and hospital bond measures) was the first time 
our county has had a by-mail vote only. Thanks to 
aggressive media promotion there was a remarkable 
56% voter turnout. Mr. Weir noted that casting proper 
votes can be influenced with good information on how 
to vote and what to avoid. His office tracks the failed 
vote counts of each election (i.e. late mailing, lack of 
signature, improper graphite pen) and then highlights 
those reasons as warnings on subsequent ballot 
instructions. When voters learn those reasons, the 
number of successful counts improves. In November 
of 1996, 4% of the votes cast could not be counted as 
compared to just 1.1% in October of 2003. Mr. Weir 
would like to see that percentage reduced to 0% along 
with a higher voter turnout: we must all encourage our 
friends and family members to exercise one of the 
greatest privileges of citizenship. 
 
Thank you Steve Weir for taking your job seriously 
and explaining it with the humor of a Rotarian. 
 

 
 

celebrated their 29th with Markuu describing those 
years with 3 B’s: blessed, blissful and a blast. 
Congratulations Jim and Linda and Markku and 
Mary. 
Jim Young also gets to celebrate a birthday this 
coming week, while David Kuchenthal, celebrated 
his birthday last week. Hank Covell has a birthday 
this week too and claims to be a rare breed for 
having been born in Richmond. Happy Birthday Jim, 
David and Hank! 
 

Announcements.  
 

Happy/Sad $$$ 
Hank Covell happily reflects that he has never 
missed a YMCA Pancake Breakfast since it was first 
held in 1956. Started by Rotarians including Fred 
Breen, Ed Rutledge, and David Calfee, Hank 
graciously invites more Rotarians to join him (and 
Don Lau) at Saturday’s event. The mention of Fred 
Breen, happily reminds Don Hardison of his 
Rotarian sponsor in December of 1945. John Nicol 
sadly recounts the recent passing of Dr. Fran Wilson, 
the foot doctor. Dan Ercolini is sad to report the 
death of his 78-year old mother (our condolences, 
Dan). And Josh Genser has sad dollars because of a 
missing Rotary Badge, and a puppy who ate rat 
poison but is (happily) recovering. Josh also urges 
all to sign up for the Richmond Chamber of 
Commerce Golf Tournament on October 4. Jan 
Brown, back from a trip to Glacier National Park, is 
impressed that Rotary clubs from Canada and the 
USA were responsible for making it the world’s first 
International Peace Park back in 1936. Rhonda 
Harris returns pumped up from an LA leadership 
conference attended by 600 Neighborhood Council 
leaders. 

Special Presentation 

 
Rotary Foundation Chair Connie Crawford made a 
special presentation to honor one of our more special 
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members, Jonathon Lawlis. Jonathon received 
special recognition as a Benefactor to Rotary's 
Permanent Fund (Formerly the Endowment for 
World Understanding and Peace). Jonathan was 
presented with a beautiful winged Rotary pin and a 
diamond. With his new badge of honor pinned to 
his lapel, Jonathan also received an additional 
award for his generous bequest to Rotary. As Prez 
Herb so aptly stated, "Jonathon, you make us 
proud." 
 
Raffle 
Today's ticket winner was Don Lau who will be 
back for his free lunch. 
 
Time Flies Wheel (from Don H's archives): 
Twenty years ago this week in Richmond 
Rotary… Oscar Lugo was fined $8.70 for being 
father to an 8 lb. 7 oz baby girl and Assemblyman 
Bob Campbell spoke on local governments in 
trouble from the aftermath of Prop. 13. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Jan B. Nimble 
 
 

Door Duty Reminder       
10/08/04 Cameron Tom Schneider Tom 
10/15/04 Cannon Jim Sanders Dan 
10/22/04 Chauvin Sid Reina Father Nick 
10/29/04 Lawlis Jon Reid Bill 
 
Impor tant Dates 
10/06/04 10/08 Meeting at His Lordships in Berkeley 
10/086/04 No meeting 
12/02/04 Holiday Party at Mira Vista G&CC 
12/10/04 Annual Holiday Auction and Elections 
 
Where to Make Up 
San Rafael   Mon     12:15 Seafood Peddler 
Albany        Tue       12:30 Solano Grill  
El Sobrante Tue       12:15 Joe's of El Sobrante 
Berkeley     Wed      12:15 His Lordships 
Hercules     Wed       7:15 am Hercules Sen. CTR  
San Pablo   Wed      12:15 La Strada 
El Cerrito   Thu        12:15 Mira Vista G&CC 
Pinole         Thu       12:30 Outback Steak House 
Vallejo       Thu        12:15 World Holiday Inn 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Fellowship 
Last Thursday night approximately 40 social souls 
gathered in the Point for an evening of culinary 
debauchery at the Mac followed by a pleasurable 
viewing of “Ravenscroft”  at the Masquer’s. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Upcoming Programs 
10/15/04 California Attorney General Bill Lockyer 
10/22/04 Council Candidates Soto, Osborn and Mclaulin 
10/29/04 Council Candidates Marquez, Casendorf and Bell 
11/05/04 Louis Reynaud Asst Coach for Cal Basketball 
 

 

 
 


