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Last Week  
Prez Herb Cole welcomes a packed house to 
Richmond Rotary. Our leader in a prayer for Freedom 
and Peace on Earth, Stoney, graciously granted us 
longer contemplation than usual. George Egan led the 
pledge of allegiance and Sid Chauvin offered us John 
Lennon’s quote, "Reality leaves a lot to the 
imagination." 
 
Visiting Rotarians 
Welcome to Bill Reese from Clayton Sunrise, Charlie 
Weaver and Tracy Giles from El Cerrito, and Pat 
Robertson of Orinda. 
 
Rotarians with Guests 
Lots of guests graced our tables this week. We thank 
them for joining us. A note to hosts: If you don’t want 
your guest’s name slaughtered in the minutes, be sure 
to sign them in on the guest list. Dad David Brown 
introduced Aaron Brown. Trip Allen was introduced 
by Jon Lawlis; as was Cory Lawrence, who was 
grateful not to be stood up this time! Judy Morgan’s 
guests were Police Chief Bennett and Director of State 
DNA test Eva Steinberger. Janie Holland was 
introduced by Richard Brandes. John Zeizenhenne was 
the guest of too many to mention. Judy Kafka 
introduced Margat Marcoski. Wife Norma joined Bart 
Wallace. Bob Dabney brought Andres Soto and Dan  
Ercolini brought Harbor Plastics� Arizona GM Forest 
Rose. 
 
Sunshine Report  
David K reports all is clear, and Prez Herb expresses 
the club’s delight to see David Ninomiya and Charlie 
Wong in the crowd.  
 
Recognitions 
Recognitions were skipped this week. Those of you 
that are waiting to be called, get ready to open up your 
wallets and purses. The time to pony up is a coming! 
 

Announcements.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 Program for Friday October 22, 2004 

 
Richmond City Council Candidates 

 

During the upcoming weeks, 15 candidates for City 
council will be given 10 minutes each to explain why 
they should be elected in November. Today Council 
Candidates Soto, Osborne and McLaulin speak to us. 

 
Door Duty: Sid Chauvin and Father Nick 
 

Program for Friday October 29, 2004 
 

Richmond City Council Candidates 
 

During the upcoming weeks, 15 candidates for City 
council will be given 10 minutes each to explain why 
they should be elected in November. Today Council 
Candidates Marquez, Casendorf and Bell speak to us. 
 
Door Duty: Jon lawlis and Bill Reid 

 

* * * * * * * * * 
Program of Friday October 15, 2004 

 
California Attorney General Bill Lockyer 

 
 
To a full-capacity audience, former Prez David 
Brown introduced State Attorney General Bill 
Lockyer.  "I am your lawyer." was the State Attorney 
General’s simple self-introduction. With 2 years left in 
his term-limited service, Mr. Lockyer oversees the 
largest law firm in California (1100 lawyers). Among 
his proud accomplishments is having established the 
reputable and growing DNA lab at the State 

Flywheel 

A   Weekly   Publication   of   the   Rotary   Club  of   Richmond,  California 

"Service  
  Above  
  Self" 



 2

Environmental Health Laboratory right here in 
Richmond, and the effective development of a forensic 
lab that handles over 2.1 million messages a day � a 
network that once only caught 1 criminal a year and 
now catches 2 a day. Mr. Lockyer’s easy-going good 
humor, knowledgeable assessment of the sides of an 
issue and an articulated opinion of ’where to go from 
here’ made him right at home in Richmond Rotary’s 
strong-headed club. Based on impromptu requests 
from the crowd, Mr. Lockyer discussed Indian 
Gaming, Enron, Community Policing, Three Strikes, 
and Immigration � all timely topics locally and 
statewide.  
 
Apologetic disclaimer: Without benefit of shorthand or 
a tape recorder, the following summary is based on 
the limited chicken scratches and memory of the 
editor. 
 
Indian Gaming goes back to the Reagan era when 
federal legislation first allowed Indian Reservation 
gambling. 65 tribes now have casino operations in 
California � 95% in remotely populated areas. 
California administrations dating back to the Wilson 
era have resisted efforts to penetrate urban areas. The 
San Pablo Casino is the only notable exception.  Props 
68 and 70 were briefly explained. Mr. Locker believes 
the overall California mood is to put the brakes on 
urban expansion of gambling. 
 
Enron was Mr. Lockyer’s opportunity to expound on 
the flagrant arrogance of the energy pirates and the 
’Let’s Rip Off California’ energy crisis. Referencing a 
taped flippant remark by an energy executive eager to 
buy a boat from the profits off Grandma Millie’s 
energy bill, Mr. Lockyer assured us that "Grandma 
Millie is mad and wants her money back." Although 
most of the offending enterprises are in the tank and 
Enron doesn’t have much to give, a recent decision by 
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals and the Federal 
Energy Commission supports California’s claim. 
 
On Community Policing and the Three Strikes law, 
Mr. Lockyer identified three areas of policing: 
apprehension, detention and prevention. Stating that 
’law works better when working with the community’, 
it is recognized that when there is no trust, law 
enforcement breaks down. Mr. Lockyer is proud of the 
reform and turn around of the Riverside Police 
department since 1998 when the tragic shooting death 
of Tyisha Miller exposed a pattern of illegal racist 

Happy/Sad $$$ 
Hank Covell is proud and nervous as his 
granddaughter turns twelve and goes to her first 
dance. Trojan Prez Herb made a big deal of last 
weekend’s USC-Cal game; Old Blues thought his 
story of how he and John Nicol left last weekend’s 
49er game early only to hear the overtime win on the 
radio was a lot funnier. Erle Brown brought up the 
Trojan Band and Joe Nusbaum reflected on the 
University of Spoiled Children. David Kuchenthal 
basks in the brief moment of a 49er win. The 
Ercolini household is in the midst of college apps 
and proud father Dan reports SAT scores worthy of 
praise. Bart Wallace was a McGovern volunteer 
when he met our guest speaker Bill Lockyer. Dave 
Ninomiya marvels at the kindness of President Bush 
and Senators Kerry and Edwards for sending him 
such nice photos. Bob Dabney recalls that his 
Peralta College bestowed today’s guest speaker with 
an honorary GED. Dan Sanders recently returned 
from a trip to Eastern Europe. Tracy Giles is grateful 
for Club support of her Rotovision trip to Nepal. 
Trip Allen is grateful for Jon Lawlis’ surprise treat to 
lunch. Jim Young thanks Dan Ercolini for stepping 
to the Flywheel plate last week. 
 
Raffle 
Past Prez Stoney won a well-earned free lunch 
 
Respectfully submitted, Jan B. Nimble 
 
 
Door Duty Reminder      
10/22/04 Chauvin Sid Reina Father Nick 
10/29/04 Lawlis Jon Reid Bill 
11/05/04 Covell Hank Pewitt Troy 
11/12/04 Dabney Bob Pelanne Markuu 
11/19/04 Egan George Partridge Ren 
11/26/04 No Meeting   
12/03/04 Ercolini Dan Nusbaum Joe 
12/10/04 Fender Charlie Ninomiya Dave 
12/17/04 Fenley Michael Nicol John 
12/24/04 No Meeting   
12/31/04 No Meeting   
 
Upcoming Programs 
10/29/04 Council Candidates Marquez, Casendorf and 
Bell 
11/05/04 Louis Reynaud Asst Coach for Cal Basketball 
12/03/04 Past President of RI � Cliff Doctorman 
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Impor tant Dates 
10/21/04 Board Meeting – 12 noon Mira Vista G&CC 
11/18/04 Board Meeting – 12 noon Mira Vista G&CC 
12/02/04 Holiday Party at Mira Vista G&CC 
12/10/04 Annual Holiday Auction and Elections 
12/16/04 Board Meeting – 12 noon Mira Vista G&CC 
 

01/23/05 – 01/24/05 Annual Reno Train Trip 
See John Nicol for info 

 
 

 
 
Where to Make Up 
San Rafael   Mon     12:15 Seafood Peddler 
Albany        Tue       12:30 Solano Grill  
El Sobrante Tue       12:15 Joe's of El Sobrante 
Berkeley     Wed      12:15 His Lordships 
Hercules     Wed       7:15 am Hercules Sen. CTR  
San Pablo   Wed      12:15 La Strada 
El Cerrito   Thu        12:15 Mira Vista G&CC 
Pinole         Thu       12:30 Outback Steak House 
Vallejo       Thu        12:15 World Holiday Inn 
 

 
 

 
 
 

interactions with the police department. Prevention is 
the neglected area of policing. And in reference to the 
three strikes law which was intended to keep career 
criminals off the street, Mr. Lockyer believes it falls 
under the 80% good / 20% bad category common to 
legislative initiatives. Basically he thinks it's a good 
law.  He believes Prop 66 tries to address the intent of 
the law, but is too broad in its loophole for residential 
burglaries. 
 
Immigration is primarily a federal issue. At the state-
level the hottest ongoing debate is over illegals 
obtaining state driver's licenses. Mr. Lockyer 
summarized the arguments: one side feels it rewards 
illegal behavior; the other side sees the illegal 
immigrant as inextricably woven into our economy 
and if they're going to be driving no matter what, asks 
'why not legally?'  Mr. Lockyer sees the problem as a 
challenge that could be resolved innovatively to the 
satisfaction of both sides of the issue.  Mr. Lockyer is 
'mulling over' an idea that would upgrade the DMV's 
lackluster record -keeping technology (only 18% of 
those thumb prints are readable). By expanding to a 
database of palm prints, the records of all drivers 
(illegal or not) would greatly enhance the ability to 
catch criminals and help fight the State's largest 
growing crime industry of identity theft. Mr. Lockyer's 
idea includes the requirement that when someone 
signs for a driver's license, they would sign a waiver of 
extradition if they commit a crime in California. 
 
Mr. Lockyer can be reached at BillLockyer@aol.com. 
And he even bravely announced his phone number for 
those of you with questions. Thank you Mr. Lockyer 
for your candor and availability and for coming to 
Richmond Rotary. Thank you David Brown for 
bringing us an eloquent speaker. 

 
 


